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[E] And so it has been taught: The day of one’s death is tantamount to 
an act of repentance. 


[F] Who taught that statement? It was Rabbi. 
[G] Zs this in line with that which we have learned there: 


[H] Death and the Day of Atonement effect atonement [only] with 
an act of repentance? 


[I] That teaching is not in accord with the position of Rabbi. 


R. Mattiah b. Heresh asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah, “Have you 
heard of the four types of atonement that R. Ishmael used to 
expound?” 


He said to him, “They ate three, besides [the requirement of] an 
act of repentance.” 


[These are the three types:] One Scripture says, “Return, O 
faithless children, says the Lord” (Jer. 3:14). And yet another 
verse of Scripture says, “For on this day shall atonement be made 
for you, to cleanse you; from all your sins you shall be clean before 
the Lord” (Lev. 16:30). [So one verse recommends repentance and 
the other grants absolution unconditionally.] 


And one verse of Scripture says, “Then I will punish their 
transgression with the rod and their iniquity with scourges”’ (Ps. 
89:32). And yet another verse of Scripture says, “Surely this 
iniquity will not be forgiven you till you die, says the Lord God of 
Hosts” (Isa. 22:14). 


Now how are these verses to be reconciled [which speak of 
punishment and forgiveness, on the one side, and the impossibility 
of atonement except through death on the other]? 


[If] one has violated a positive commandment but repented, he 
does not even leave the place [45c] before he is [wholly] forgiven. 
Concerning such a person the verse of Scripture says, “Return, O 
faithless children.” 


[If] one has violated a negative commandment and repented 
forthwith, the act of repentance suspends the punishment, and the 
Day of Atonement effects atonement for him. In such a case the 
Scripture states, “For on this day shall atonement be made for 
you.” 


